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1 . Brighton Photo Biennial, 2008 – Curated by Julian Stallabrass 
2 . Steve Edwards 
3 . Geert van Kesteren�- Baghdad�Calling
4 . Memory�of�Fire:�War�of�Images�and�Images�of�War
5. ” Dreams and Conflicts: The Dictatorship of the Viewer” 

6 . “Heaven” 

7 . Julian Stallabrass, ‘The Power and Impotence of Images’, 
Memory� of� Fire:� War� of� Images� and� Images� of� War 
Brighton Photo Biennial, 2008, p.60

8 . Robert Hariman and John Luciates,  No� Caption� Needed:�
Iconic�Photographs,�Public�Culture�and�Liberal�Democracy, Chi�
cago: Chicago University Press, 2007; Ariella Azoulay, The�Civic�
Contract�of�Photography, trans. Rela  Mazali and Ruvik Danieli, 
New York:  Zone Books, 2008 

9 . Ariella Azoulay���The�Civic�Contract�of�Photography
10 . Iraq�Through�the�Lens�of�Vietnam
11 . Designs�for�Solidarity – Curated by Catherine Moriaty
12 . Thomas Hirschhorn�� The�Incommensurable�Banner
13 . Geert van Kesteren�� Why�Mister,�Why?
14 . Philip Jones Griffith�� Agent�Orange
15 . Tina Modotti, Susan Mieselas and Sebastião Salgado � 

Photography� &� Revolution:� Memory� Trails Through� the� Latin�
American�Left
16 . Frank Hurley � Photographing�the�First�World�Wars

17 . Broomberg and Chanerin, Simon Norfolk, and Paul 
Seawright � The�Sublime�Image�of�Destruction
18 . Julian Germain���War�Memorial
19 . Harrient Logan�� Unveiled:�Voices�of�Women�in�Afghanistan
20 . Independent Photographers Gallery
21 . For a fascinating account of the shift from this sanitised 

vision to the ‘cultural turn in US strategy see: Derek Gregory, 
‘“The Rush to the Intimate”: Counterinsurgency and the cultural 
turn’, Radical�Philosophy, 150, July/August, 2008, pp.8�23

22 . Otto Karl Werckmeister, Der� Medusa�Effekt:� Politische�
Bildstrategien� seit� dem� 11.� September� 2001,� Berlin:� form + 
zweck: 2005, p.16. I would like to thank Andrew Hemingway for 
making his translation of this material available and for his de�
tailed comments on my essay.
23 . iconic photographs
24 . Stallabrass interviewed by Rohan Jayasekera, ‘The Sublime 

Image of Destruction’, Bexhill on Sea: De La Warr Pavilion, 2008
25 . Sarah James, ‘Making an Ugly World Beautiful? Morality 

and Aesthetics in the Aftermath’, Memory�of�Fire, p.13
26 . Morton D. Paley, The�Apocalyptic�Sublime, New Haven: Yale 

UP, 1986
27 . Francis Danby���Opening�of�the�Sixth�Seal

28 .2008 , quoted Stallabrass, ‘The Power and Impotence of 
Images’
29 . Thorne Anderson � Picking�through�the�wreckage�of�Najaf
30 . Paul Seawright � Valley
31 . Roger Fenton � The�Valley�of�the�Shadow�of�Death
32 . Azoulay, The�Civil�Contract�of�Photography, pp.190�1
33 . George Osodi � Delta�Nigeria
34 . Bertotlt Brecht, On�Film�and�Radio, Marc Silberman ed. and 

trans., London: Metheun, pp.164�6; cf p.144. Brecht’s took this 
point, which Benjamin cited approvingly, from Fritz Sternberg;


